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Arts-in-Corrections rides again!  Through the vision, support and hard work of many committed individuals over the past several years, fine arts will once again become a part of the rehabilitation programs in California prisons.  Just as it did 36 years ago in founding Arts-in-Corrections, the William James Association played a key part in the restoration process.

Today the California Arts Council announced awards that will fund Arts-in-Corrections Pilot Projects in 15 California prisons during the coming fiscal year.  These projects will involve artists of many genres teaching in prisons throughout the state.  

William James Association will play a major role in this pilot project.  In addition to being responsible for providing training to the artists and arts organizations involved in the project, WJA has partnered with organizations and individual artists around the state to provide program at 10 prisons.   Many of these projects are truly innovative arts instruction concepts that will not only serve incarcerated artists and arts students in exciting new ways, but also advance our knowledge of how the arts can change people’s lives.

In the end, the Arts-in-Corrections Pilot Project will serve all Californians, not just those in our prisons.   At some point, the great majority of the men and women now in our state prisons will return to our communities.  Research has shown that those who have participated in fine arts classes will return to us as more compassionate, more self-disciplined and more motivated individuals.  Professor Larry Brewster has discovered through his research that the fine arts can have an incredible impact on individual participants.  In his paper “California Prison Arts: A Quantitative Evaluation” he states:

“There is evidence that prison fine arts programs provide authentic learning experiences that engage the minds and hearts of the incarcerated. Prison art program evaluations in the United States and elsewhere in the world have found strong correlations between arts education and improved work ethic, self-esteem, creativity, intellectual agility, motivation, self-confidence, emotional control, and an ability to work with others. Further, interdisciplinary research shows cognitive, social and personal competencies are cultivated through arts instruction and practice. The findings of this research are further evidence of the transformative power of the arts.” 

Note:  With gratitude toward all the individuals who contributed to this process, we would like to particularly acknowledge the following, who played crucial roles in bringing back Arts-in-Corrections: Secretary Jeff Beard of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Craig Watson of the California Arts Council, Alma Robinson of California Lawyers for the Arts, Professor Larry Brewster of the University of San Francisco, State Senators Ted Lieu and Loni Hancock and former State Senator Curren Price Jr.  Thank you.
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The community stagnates without the impulse of the individual. The impulse dies away without the sympathy of the community. — William James
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