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Overview
The California Cultural Data Project (CDP) is a unique system that enables arts and cultural organizations to enter financial, programmatic and operational data into a standardized online form. Organizations can then use the CDP to produce a variety of internal reports as well as those to be included as part of the application processes to participating grantmakers. CDP collects detailed financial data derived from an organization’s audit/review or year-end financial statements. The types of data collected include basic organizational information, revenues, expenses, marketing activities, balance sheet items, investments, loans and a wide range of non-financial information (including contributor numbers, attendance, space, pricing, capital and endowment campaigns, program activity and staffing). To see a sample of the electronic data profile with a full list of the data collected there, please visit the California Cultural Data Project’s website:  http://www.caculturaldata.org/content/CDP_blank_profile_2011.pdf
Ongoing leadership for this project is provided by the California CDP Working Group, comprised of representatives from the following institutions: California Arts Council, Los Angeles County Arts Commission, The James Irvine Foundation, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, The Boeing Company, and City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture. The Working Group is responsible for providing leadership necessary to adopt and continue the use of CDP, fostering and maintaining collaboration throughout the state of California, supporting ongoing fundraising, ensuring the use of the data for advocacy and research, and sustaining and governing the project in California in perpetuity.
To that end, the Working Group presents the following grant opportunity to carry forward its commitment to the California CDP by leveraging the data therein for purposeful use throughout the state. 
Opportunity
This is a grant opportunity created to inspire the use of CDP data by California based organizations to answer novel research questions that have not previously been explored with the referenced dataset(s). Applicants should propose research projects that use CDP data for analyses of the arts and cultural sector in California communities. Organizations with no previous research experience or no in-house technical research capabilities are particularly encouraged to apply. The Working Group welcomes applications that represent a broad range of research questions. Some characteristics can include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Research questions that address activity and impact of the arts and culture sector statewide, regionally or locally.
· The California CDP Working Group expects the results of your research to be available for public dissemination, but if that is not your desire, please provide the reasons in your project narrative.

· With CDP data featured as a significant source for the proposed research, projects that incorporate other, credible data sources are also encouraged.
Award Information

With available funds of $47,000, the Working Group aims to support as many projects as possible. Applicant requests should not exceed $10,000. Grants do not require matching funds; however, applicants that are able to provide matching funds will be reviewed favorably. 

Grantees will be required to share a copy of the final research product with the California Cultural Data Project Working Group at the project’s conclusion.
Applicant Eligibility

· Applicants must be nonprofit organizations with evidence of tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status or units of state or local government.
· Applicants must be located within and/or primarily serving residents of the state of California.
· For projects that involve multiple organizations, one organization that meets the eligibility requirements above must act as the official applicant, submit the application, and assume full responsibility for the grant.
· An organization may submit more than one application.
Evaluation Criteria

Incomplete proposals will not be considered. Grant proposals will be evaluated on a competitive basis using the following criteria:

· Clarity of project description including the need and anticipated goal or outcome of this research project and how the CDP data will be leveraged as a significant source for the proposed research.
· Realistic timeline with outcomes which are achievable in a one year period.
· Organizational capacity to complete the project, including staffing and leadership.
· Ability to contribute new knowledge to the field with a clear source for the origination of this research question.
· Demonstrated knowledge of the arts and cultural sector and its trends.
· Clear conveyance of research methodologies and expert services to be used in this project.
· Ability to apply matching funds to this project is not a requirement but will be considered favorably.
Application Process

Interested applicants should complete the application form included with this grant opportunity. In addition to the completed application form, applicants must include the following supplemental materials:

· Project budget detailing use of grant funds;
· Project timeline demonstrating all milestones and activities; and
· A brief bio, not to exceed 100 words, for all parties principal to this research project.
The original application with supplemental materials, and seven copies of the same, must be mailed to the California Arts Council, 1300 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

Applications must be postmarked and mailed on or before March 30, 2012.
What We Do Not Fund

CAC grant funds may not support: For-profit organizations; Programs not accessible to the public; Projects with religious or sectarian purposes; Organizations or activities that are part of the curricula base of schools, colleges, or universities; Indirect costs of schools, colleges, or universities; Trust or endowment funds; Purchase of equipment, land, buildings, or construction (capital outlay or expenditures); Out-of-state travel or activities; Hospitality or food costs; Expenses incurred before the starting or after the ending date of the grant.
Staff Assistance

The staff is available on a limited basis to offer guidance and clarification in preparing your proposal. Questions can be directed to Rob Lautz at (916) 324-6617 or rlautz@cac.ca.gov, or to Scott Heckes at (916) 322-6376 or sheckes@cac.ca.gov. Be sure to contact staff far enough ahead of the deadline to ensure you can be accommodated.
Background

Cultural Data Project

After four years of planning and $2.3 million dollars of capital investment by the project’s Governing Group, the CDP was first launched in Pennsylvania in 2004 and has grown to include Arizona, California, the District of Columbia, Illinois, New York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Ohio, Rhode Island, and Vermont. In each participating state, the CDP is the result of a collaborative partnership of public and private funders and advocacy agencies. The CDP is the emerging national standard for data collection in the arts and cultural sector. The CDP offers a turnkey solution to each state, with all technology and services provided centrally through its Philadelphia headquarters.  CDP staff support all current and future participants, including organizations, grantmakers and researchers/advocates.

California Cultural Data Project

The California Cultural Data Project launched on January 1, 2008. This project was made possible through the leadership of California Arts Council, The Getty Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, Los Angeles County Arts Commission, and The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.  

As of December, 2011, 3,387 organizations throughout the state of California have created an account with the Cultural Data Project. Those organizations have submitted 6,616 individual Data Profiles, each representing one year of historic, financial and programmatic data. There are currently 42 grantmakers participating in the California Cultural Data Project.
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